
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Volume 60 No 4 July – August 2021 

170th Anniversary Edition 



 

 

Scots Church 

 

A welcoming, inclusive and worshipping community of God, 

committed to justice, learning and care, 

anticipating a world transformed by the love of God. 

  

  

 

  

SCOTS CHURCH ADELAIDE 

  

 

 

  

237 North Terrace Adelaide 5000  

phone 08 8223 1505 

Fax: 08 8232 6816 

 

Email: admin@scotschurch.org  

Website: http://scotschurch.org 

www.facebook.com/scotschurchadelaide 

 

 

 

 

 

Minister: Rev Dr Peter Trudinger 0429 698 537 or 08 8379 2564 

p.trudinger@scotschurch.org 

 

 



1 JUL / AUG 2021  

Minister’s Message    
The other day, as I stood on the forecourt, I looked up at the sky.  It was overcast, grey, and the sun was barely 

visible, a wimpy glowing ball enervated by the clouds. It is Winter. Walter the Dog, on our walks, doesn’t seem 

to mind the greyness, but his focus is on the exciting smells close to the ground, not the sky above. For most of 

us, Winter can seem a dismal time.   
 

Psalm 130 popped up in the lectionary again recently. It has a dismal beginning which connects to the greyness 

of the sky in Winter: “Out of the depths, I cry…” A few years ago, my attention was drawn to Psalm 130. I 

wrote about it in an article for Talk. After snuffling around the text, I decided to make my own translation, 

hoping to catch some of the word plays in the psalm. I’ll repeat the translation at the end of this message. 
 

The psalmist is in “the depths,” which, in the biblical imagery, is as far as a person can get from God. Yet, they 

can still talk with God! There is still a relationship with God. The psalmist is aware of their “faults.” Yet, even 

in the depths, comes the realisation that God is more interested in pursuing reconciliation and life, rather than 

rejection and punishment. So the psalmist ends by encouraging others in the depths to hold on and wait for 

God’s love. Notice that the psalm does not say that the psalmist has come out of the depths, rather even the 

depths are illuminated by God’s love and the hope of liberation. The psalm is a conversation conducted with 

God and others in the depths. 
 

Psalms are notorious for their exaggerated language and vagueness. In this case, the psalm does not clarify what 

“the depths” are, or how severe they are. They are places or times of feeling far from God, with no judgment or 

comparison of their depth. Nor is the nature of “faults” explained. We may leap to assume that they are errors 

made by us, yet, in ancient Israel, physical imperfections could also render a person “impure.”  
 

In contemporary terms, the psalm could be addressing a person’s awareness of a wide range of imperfections – 

deliberate harmful actions, such as anger, or the natural processes of aging that mean “we can’t do as much as 

we used to,” or highlight that we fall short of the “perfect teenage physique,” or forget details, or more. Such 

awareness can hang over us like a winter sky. 
 

The psalm does not promise that these things will magically go away, but that continual love is present alongside 

them. Even in the depths there can be singing and friendship. 
 

 

Psalm 130 

1 A Song of Ascents 

Out of the depths, I cry to you, O LORD.  

2. My master, may you become aware of my voice.  

May you pay attention to my pleas.  

3 If it were faults that you kept watch for, O LORD,  

my master, who would survive? 

4. So it is certain that your purpose is reconciliation.  

For this reason you are to be held in awe.  

5 I wait for the LORD,  

my whole being waits,  

I make myself hold out for his response.  

6 My whole being … for my master,  

more than those who keep watch for the morning,  

those who keep watch for the morning.  

7 O God’s people, hold out for the LORD!  

because with the LORD is continual love,  

and in abundance with him is liberation.  

8 He is the one who liberates God’s people from all its faults. 

Rev Dr Peter Trudinger 
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July - August Services 
(Sunday Services at 10.30am) 

 
 

July 4 
 

PENTECOST 6 

Holy Communion 

Special Meeting of the 

Congregation to follow worship 

 

2 Samuel 5:1-5, 9-10; Psalm 48;  

2 Corinthians 12:2-10; Mark 6:1-13 

 

July 11 
 

PENTECOST 7 

170th Anniversary of Scots Church 

 

2 Samuel 6:1-5, 12b-19; Psalm 24;  

Ephesians 1:3-14; Mark 6:14-29 

 

July 18 
 

PENTECOST 8 

Preacher: Rev Jill Lienert 

 

2 Samuel 7:1-14a; Psalm 89:20-37; 

 Ephesians 2:11-22; Mark 6:30-34, 53-56 

 

July 25 
 

PENTECOST 9 

Preacher: Rev Jill Lienert 

 

2 Samuel 11:1-15; Psalm 14;  

Ephesians 3:14-21; John 6:1-21 

 

August 1 

 

PENTECOST 10 

Holy Communion 

 

2 Samuel 11:26-12:13a; Psalm 51:1-12;  

Ephesians 4:1-16; John 6:24-35 

 

August 8 

 

PENTECOST 11 

 

 

2 Samuel 18:5-9, 15, 31-33; Psalm 130;  

Ephesians 4:25-5:2; John 6:35, 41-51 

 

August 15 

 

PENTECOST 12 

 

 

1 Kings 2:10-12; 3:3-14; Psalm 111;  

Ephesians 5:15-20; John 6:51-58 

 

August 22 

 

PENTECOST 13 

 

 

1 Kings 8: (1, 6, 10-11), 22-30, 41-43;  

Psalm 84; Ephesians 6:10-20; John 6:56-69 

 

August 29 

 

PENTECOST 14 

 

 

Song of Songs 2:8-13; Psalm 45:1-2, 6-9;  

James 1:17-27; Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

All Are Welcome  
 

Sunday 11th July 2021 
 

When Scots Church Adelaide will be celebrating its  
170th anniversary of continuous worship here on the 

corner of North Terrace and Pulteney Street in the city.  
 

If you have ministered, worshipped or worked here; if you 
were baptised or married here; if an ancestor of yours was 

associated with Scots in some way; or if you ever 
wondered what it’s like inside Scots; then please join us 
for worship and morning tea. During the service a book 

will be launched entitled: 

 

The History of Scots Church Adelaide 

1851 to 2001 

 

Thank you to Peter Burak for sharing his 

excellent drawing of the Scots building 

with us. 
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Celebrating 170 Years 
This year we are celebrating 170 years since Scots Church opened for worship. 

So why was the church built? You can see from the name “Scots” that it had 

something to do with Scottish immigrants to South Australia and Presbyterianism. 

The early Scottish immigrants to South Australia brought three versions of 

Presbyterianism with them. There was the established Church of Scotland 

recognised and ultimately controlled by the Scottish government, the Free Church 

of Scotland and the United Secession Church. 

The Free Church of Scotland was formed by a large group of Presbyterians who 

broke away from the established Church of Scotland in 1843 in protest against what 

they regarded as the state's encroachment on the spiritual independence of the 

Church. In particular, this group did not like the patronage system, which allowed 

rich landowners or lairds (and ultimately the Scottish government) to select the local 

ministers. This breakaway was called the “Great Disruption”. The leader of this 

movement was the Rev Thomas Chalmers and when this church was opened it was 

called Chalmers Church after Thomas Chalmers.  

The United Secession Church was a group of Presbyterians who had also broken 

away from the established church during the 18th century for similar reasons. The 

first Presbyterian minister in South Australia was the Rev Ralph Drummond of the 

United Secession Church. He held his first service in 1839 and he and his 

congregation built a small church in Gouger Street in 1842 called the “Scotch Kirk”. 

This building has now been demolished. 

In 1841 a congregation of the established Church of Scotland began worship and in 

1844 they built a small church called “St Andrews” in Grenfell Street. In 1859 they 

moved to a larger church in Wakefield Street, also called “St Andrews”. Both of 

these church buildings have now been demolished. 

Now Scots. In 1849 a group of Scottish immigrants, adherents of the Free Church of 

Scotland, applied to the Colonial Committee of the Free Church of Scotland (in 

Scotland) for a minister. The Committee sent the Rev John Gardner who had trained 

as a minister of the Church of Scotland. At that time he was the minister of St 

Andrew's Presbyterian Church, Birkenhead, England and a minister of the Church 

of Scotland. He arrived in Adelaide with his wife Elizabeth and three children on 5 

March 1850 having sailed from Liverpool on the Condor on 17 October 1849, a trip 

of 4½ months. John Gardner and this group of immigrants wasted no time in building 

a church. 

The land was purchased for £400 from a man named John Morphett. John Morphett 

was a pioneer of early South Australia, a politician and an influential person in the 

early days of the colony. Morphett Street here in the city is named after him, as is 

the suburb of Morphettville. 

The foundation stone of Chalmers Church was laid by the Rev John Gardner on the 

3rd of September 1850 on the eastern wall of the church tower. It is no longer visible 

as it is now well and truly under the paving level. 

This building was opened for worship 10 months later on 6 July 1851. Quite a feat. 

So this building is 170 years old. 

The cost of the building was £2,572, an all up cost including the land of £2,972. 

When the United Secession Church outgrew its Gouger Street Church, its members 

built a larger church in Flinders Street (opened 1865) almost opposite where the 

Flinders Street Baptist Church is today. 
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I mention the Flinders Street Church in particular because in 1929 the two remaining Presbyterian 

churches in Adelaide, Chalmers Church and the Flinders Street church, amalgamated to form one 

congregation called “Scots Church”. For almost 27 years morning services and Sunday School were 

held at Flinders Street and evening services were held at North Terrace. 

The Flinders Street Church was sold to the YMCA in 1956 and ultimately demolished.  A number of 

items that  we can see in Scots Church today came from the Flinders Street Church. The most obvious 

are the pews, the baptismal font, the pipe organ and the stained glass windows on the western side of 

the church. The hall and offices next door were built in 1957 using some of the original bluestone from 

the Flinders Street church and from the proceeds of its sale. 

So although this building opened in 1851, our Presbyterian heritage in Adelaide goes back through the 

Flinders Street Church and the Scotch Kirk in Gouger Street to Ralph Drummond in 1839. 

I should also mention that in 1865, the three versions of Presbyterianism in South Australia, the Church 

of Scotland, the Free Church of Scotland and the United Secession Church (by then known as the 

United Presbyterian Church) combined to form the Presbyterian Church of South Australia. So by the 

time the Flinders Street Church opened, both it and Chalmers Church were part of the Presbyterian 

Church of South Australia. So there was no impediment to their amalgamation. 

We are now lucky to have Ralph Drummond’s pulpit Bible (printed in 1793) on display and there are 

wall plaques to Ralph Drummond and John Gardner on the eastern wall of the church. 

The Scots Church building was placed on the State Heritage List on 11 September 1986. 

 

Jeffrey Schapel 

 

Fellowship Day 2021 

A Video Launch and Inspiring Speakers 
 
The annual FELLOWSHIP DAY, when members of Fellowship groups from all over the State come together, 

was held at Burnside City Uniting Church on 16th April. 

A special welcome was given to the national President 

of the UCA Assembly, South Australian Dr Deidre 

Palmer. "The earth is the Lord's" (Psalm 24:1) is the 

SA Uniting Church Fellowship and Mission Support 

theme for this year and Deidre spoke about the 

Assembly's commitment to caring for God's creation. 

She then formally launched a new video, "Lessons from 

COVID 19 for the Climate Emergency". 

For many years each SA Fellowships State President has had a special project. This year we have Co- Presidents, 

the Rev Brian and Mrs Jill Polkinghorne and their project in 2020 and 2021 has been the production of this 

video. It is designed for use by Fellowships and other small groups and individuals in church communities. The 

video is made up of five short presentations, each followed by questions for discussion and with leaders' notes. 

They deal with various aspects of environmental and climate concerns and we watched the first part together. 

Brian Polkinghorne spoke about encouraging church members to view conservation and our everyday actions 

from a biblical point of view. 

The theme of caring for the earth, its people and creatures and our total environment was carried throughout the 

meeting. In the opening devotions the Rev Sue Ellis related to World Earth Day. The Rev Sunil (Sunny) 

Kadaparambil, Parkin-Sturt Bush Chaplain, took us to remote South Australia and its people. The Rev Dr Brian 

Phillips, from the Environmental Action Group, gave a challenging address in which he said, "We need a truthful 

narrative of creation which must include a relationship with everything special about the earth, otherwise we 

are sucked into believing everything is there for our use instead of being valued as our family members." We 

sang appropriate hymns and songs. Altogether it was an inspiring morning for the seventy or eighty people who 

attended. 

Rev Norah Norris AM 
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What’s On… 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Table Talk 

MARGARET N. had a never-

to-be-forgotten luncheon with 

her brothers recently. One was able to travel from NSW, and having her twin 

nieces who are from America also in attendance made it extra special. 
 

GAVIN K. recently reflected with ALICE that he has been coming to Scots for five years now and he enjoys 

being in the company of all of his friends here. 
 

 

 
 

From Tuning Fork to Pipe Organ 

Chalmers/Scots 1851 - 2001 
Reprinted with thanks, from TALK – Souvenir Edition (150th Anniversary) July 2001 

A tuning fork wielded by a "Precentor" would have given the note for the singing of the psalms when 

Chalmers Church first opened in 1851. For the first few years Mr Thomas English gratuitously acted as 

precentor, or leader, of psalmody. After that a succession of masters of song were appointed at a salary of 

£20 to £30. We read from the Annual Reports that in April 1864 the congregation petitioned the Session to 

provide a book of hymns for worship, and standing for singing was approved. Then in January 1868 a 

The Red Dove Cafe 

 

 

After a break last year due to 
COVID-19, The Royal Adelaide 
Show will be held from the  
4th – 12th September. 

The Uniting Church SA’s Red Dove Café is an 
institution at the Royal Adelaide Show, and has 
been serving show visitors and workers since 
1951. The café is volunteer run and 100% of 
profits fund mission projects in SA. 

           

 

 

  

For more information and too 

book tickets, please visit 

www.pilgrim.org.au/events 

Scots Members may be interested in this event which is part of the  

Adelaide Festival of Ideas (15 July to 18 July) 

Radiance 

Sun 18 July, 6.00pm - 7.30pm  

Bonython Hall, North Terrace, University of Adelaide  

As Australia heads towards a future with a growing ageing population, the 

ways our economy, workforce and society have been geared for half a 

century will face unprecedented pressure. But is this an existential 

challenge, or an opportunity to build a better and more caring society? 

How can we make sure all older Australians enjoy fulfilling lives, and build 

a nation where no one — young or old — is left behind? 

 

 

 

Speakers include: Carrillo Gantner AC, The Honourable Catherine Branson AC QC, Raelene 

Wlochowicz, Richard Bruggemann, Ulrike Klein AO 

To book tickets visit www.illuminateadelaide.com/events/radiance 
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harmonium was purchased for £80. (This purchase caused distress to some members of the congregation, 

who felt such an instrument had no place in the House of God.) This harmonium bears a Medal of Honour 

from the Paris Exhibition of 1865. It was sold in 1900 for £20 when the pipe-organ was installed, but in 

more recent times it was given back to the church and is there today. Miss Brown was the first organist. In 

1875 “The English Presbyterian Hymn Book” was introduced. 

The Chalmers Church Musical Association came into being around 1878 when Mr J W Daniel was choir-

master and organist, “with the object of fostering the taste for music and to further its practice among the 

members and others.” 

Mr William King was appointed as musical director with Miss Hamer as organist (October 1884 - October 

1890). A new hymn book “Church Praise” was introduced. 

Mr Louis W Yemm succeeded Mr King at the end of 1890, serving until July 1896, 

Mr Grafton was then appointed until December 1899. 

1886 -1891 Mr L A Bristow was the conductor. Mr Thomas Noakes Stephens was 

then honorary conductor from 1891 to 1900 and paid leaders for each part in the choir 

were engaged and there was talk of acquiring a “proper” organ. 

The first Pipe Organ was installed and its first services were held on 22nd March 1900 

with Mr Louis W Yemm as organist and choirmaster. The new organ, costing £356, 

was installed by organ builder Mr Dodd, The organist’s salary was £65 and the organ 

blower’s wages were £9.6.6. Mr Yemm continued as organist until early 1910, playing 

for his last service on 27th March. Mr Wallace Burnett was appointed on April 4th 

1910, but he became seriously ill in December and retired in April 1911. Mr E J C 

Rennie filled in until Mr Roy Mellish was appointed later that year. In 1912 Mr J E 

Dodd installed a hydraulic motor to the organ at a cost of £64. After 8 years Mr 

Mellish resigned (and was presented with a gold watch and chain in appreciation of 

his services) and on the 27th April 1919 Mr Sable Grivell was appointed in his place. 

Mr Grivell rented a room at the back of the church as his Studio where he taught pupils 

singing. At Christmas 1923 the choir showed their appreciation of his untiring efforts 

to help the choir by presenting Mr Grivell with a pair of military brushes. In 1924 

Miss Charlotte Grivell, his sister, won the Elder Scholarship entitling her to study in 

London for three years. The choir presented her with £5 to help her pursue her studies 

and a writing case. (In 1925 Mr Sable Grivell married and was presented with a cutlery 

set by the Board.) 

In 1929 when Flinders Street Presbyterian Church amalgamated with Chalmers 

Church to form Scots Church the organist from Flinders Street Mr Ernest E White 

ACTL (Trinity College of Music) was appointed as organist and Mr Grivell retained 

as choirmaster. In 1931 he resigned and Mr White was appointed organist and 

choirmaster. He remained in this position until he retired in 1962. Miss Ronda Hoare, 

who was assistant organist, filled in until Mr Rolland May was appointed later that 

year. Miss Hoare regularly played for mid-week services and was often 

called on for weddings. Mr Rolland May retired in 1979 and was succeeded 

by Mr Peter Haddrick BE (Arch.) A Mus.A as organist and choir-master and 

he continued to delight members with his playing over many years. 

In 1929 when Scots Church was formed, the morning services were held in 

the Flinders Street church and the evening services in the North Terrace 

church. In 1940 the interior of the latter church was reconstructed. Although 

the idea of building a new church on the site had not been abandoned it was temporarily put on 

hold because of the war. During the reconstruction the organ and the choir were moved back into 

the apse, with the pulpit on the eastern side and a new lectern on the west. The communion table 

was given central position in front of the choir. The organ was rebuilt and an entirely new console 

provided and the latest design electro-pneumatic action installed throughout. A beautiful 

cornucopean (horn) stop was added and the oboe entirely re-tongued, revoiced and a 16-foot 

contra dulciana added. 
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In 1957, however, before the Flinders Street church was demolished (after the sale to the YMCA) the organ, 

originally built by George Fincham of Melbourne in 1882 comprising 1098 pipes and costing £565, and 

rebuilt in 1923 by J.E. Dodd, was removed and installed in Scots Church North Terrace by Gunstar. The 

original Chalmers organ was sold to the Church of the Epiphany Crafers. 

In 1990 major restoration work was carried out by Leith Jacob Organ Builder of Adelaide with the addition 

of a third keyboard and new pipe-work. It is a unique organ in Adelaide, in that the new horizontal trumpet 

is detached from the main organ and housed at the other end of the church allowing for dramatic effects. In 

1994 another 24 pipes were added. In 2000 additions were made to the Pedal Organ, a new rank was added 

to the Great Organ and other improvements were made. This brings the number of organ pipes to nearly 

1900. We have a fine organ which adds greatly to the worship of God in this place. 

Mrs Alleyne Womersley 

In the Beginning… 
Reprinted with thanks, from TALK – Souvenir Edition (150th 

Anniversary) July 2001 

There was excitement on North Terrace on 6th July 1851. The Adelaide 

congregation of the Free Church of Scotland, formed only fifteen months 

earlier, was about to hold the first service of worship in their newly erected 

church building, Chalmers Church. The congregation who gathered were 

mostly Scottish, although there were a few English and Irish Presbyterians 

amongst their number. They were predominantly solid citizens, men engaged 

in business or commerce, and their families. 

When they had first heard of the ‘Disruption’ in the Church of Scotland in 

1843, Presbyterians in Adelaide agreed that the conditions that brought about 

that division of the church in the Old Country were not present in South Australia and therefore there was 

no cause for disruption here. However, in the years that followed, the arrival of Free Church members as 

immigrants, the passions stirred by Governor Robe's attempt to introduce State financial aid for churches 

and the continuous praise of the Free Church of Scotland and disparagement of the Church of Scotland in 

the newspaper ‘The Register’ by the owner/editor James Allen caused some to rethink their position. In 

1849 several Scots decided to start a Free Church of Scotland in Adelaide and requested the Colonial 

Committee of the Free Church of Scotland to send a minister to South Australia. 

The Colonial Committee chose the Rev John Gardner who was then the minister of a Presbyterian 

congregation at Birkenhead, Liverpool, in England. He was born in Glasgow in 1809 and studied Arts and 

Theology at Glasgow University. Licensed by the Presbytery of Glasgow in 1835, he served as assistant to 

the Rev R Smith (father of R Barr-Smith of Torrens Park, SA) before taking up his own parish at Birkenhead 

and being ordained in 1840. 

Rev J Gardner accepted the invitation to South Australia and arrived in the Colony in March 1850. 

He immediately began Free Church services and a month after his arrival the congregation agreed to erect 

a church building. A committee was formed to raise money, purchase land and commence the work. These 

seven Adelaide business men must have moved swiftly. A site was purchased, work began and the 

foundation stone was laid on 3rd September 1850, 

By mid-1851 the church was ready for use, although the construction of the spire had been postponed until 

more funds were available. The church could seat 490 people. An oak pulpit, precentor's desk and other 

furnishings had been constructed. The opening service was held. 

The Rev John Gardner read a statement setting out the principles on which the Free Church of Scotland 

was founded and naming the new building Chalmers Church “as a faint memorial of the late Rev Dr 

Chalmers.” (Thomas Chalmers, who led the Disruption and became the first Moderator of the Free Church 

of Scotland in 1843 had died in 1847.) The service proceeded in the Scottish manner, with the congregation 

standing for prayers and sitting to sing, unaccompanied, some of the Scottish metrical Psalms. The 

Precentor, Mr Thomas English, raised the tunes and led the singing, which undoubtedly included Psalm 43. 
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This psalm, a popular Scottish communion psalm at the time, was used to open the first act of worship of 

the Free Church led by Chalmers in 1843 and was frequently used by the Free Church: "Judge me, O God, 

and plead my cause … O send thy light forth and thy truth; let them be guides to me … Then will I to God's 

altar go… Still trust in God; for him to praise good cause I yet shall have…" 

 
The sermon preached by Rev J Gardner would have seemed over-long by modern standards, but his sound 

Biblical teaching was appreciated by his congregation. The offering received at that first service was £105. 

So began the worship of God in that place, and it went on Sunday by Sunday. One hundred and fifty years 

[now 170 years] later, we continue to gather and lift our hearts in worship, in this same old church that we 

have come to love. 
 

Rev Norah Norris AM 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Scots Church Adelaide in Print 
On Sunday 11th July 2021 Scots Church Adelaide will celebrate the 170th anniversary of continuous 
worship here on the corner of North Terrace and Pulteney Street. During worship that day a new book will 
be launched:  
 

THE HISTORY OF SCOTS CHURCH ADELAIDE 
1851-2001 

 
Evelina Bruhn has shared how the book came into being and told me that it all started some fourteen years 
ago when she began working in the office at Scots as the Church Administrator.  
 

In the course of familiarising herself with the office filing system, she came upon a series of 22 articles 
written for TALK between 1992 and 1994 by the late Rev Robert J Scrimgeour (Bert), on the History of 
Scots. She found the articles very interesting and thought they should be shared with the 
congregation.However, she didn’t do anything about it for a couple of years, until a new photocopier was 
installed in the office, with a function to convert old typewritten documents into computer Word documents. 
The then receptionist Naomi Blanchard was keen to try out this new function, so Evelina gave her Bert’s 
articles to convert. At this stage, Evelina was still planning to photocopy the articles and hand them to 
those of the congregation interested. 
 

However, although the photocopier had done a good job converting the original typewritten articles, there 
were also quite a few errors and the photos had not reproduced well at all. So, yet again the project was 
put onto the back-burner. Over the years Evelina would work on the project, e.g., correcting the errors 
incurred during the conversion process, or searching for replacement photos. But it was becoming a huge 
task and Evelina felt it would never be completed! 
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Then in March 2020, we were plunged into lockdown when the COVID-19 pandemic swept across the 
globe. Suddenly Evelina was looking for a project to keep her occupied during the lockdown but that didn’t 
necessitate her leaving the house. Thank goodness for the internet! Evelina started researching and 
thereby expanding the original articles that Bert had written. The more she researched the more 
information she discovered about the church, its ministers and their families, members of the congregation, 

the artefacts and the “personalities”. 
 

Suddenly this was no longer a few articles stapled together but was 
starting to look a lot like a book! Evelina stopped referring to the 
project as “Bert’s history” and started calling it “the book”. In 
September Evelina asked Norah Norris if she would proofread the 
book with her. 
 

They would meet weekly for three to four hours and go through the 
manuscript page by page, correcting grammatical and spelling errors 
as well as ensuring terminology remained consistent. Norah’s 
prodigious knowledge proved most beneficial; not only her 
theological input but also the workings and history of both the 
Presbyterian Church of Australia and the Uniting Church in Australia. 
Thus, events and regulations mentioned could be put into context, 
thus enhancing the meaning for the reader. Bert finished his original 
articles in the year 1994, at the start of Rev Richard Wrightson’s 
ministry at Scots. Norah suggested to Evelina that she should extend 
the story beyond 1994 and take it up to the time of the 150th 
anniversary in 2001. So, Evelina started researching again but this 
time the research took place at Scots as she poured over past Annual 
Reports and back issues of TALK. 
 

Throughout Evelina had been gathering information that didn’t fit easily into the chronology of the book, 
and from these thirteen appendices were written on topics such as prominent elders and congregational 
members, prominent women in the church, as well as church artefacts and organisations. 
 

By October 2020 it was suggested that the book could be launched during the 170th anniversary in July 
2021. Now Evelina had a time frame with which to work and a deadline of April 2021 to deliver the 
manuscript to the publisher. She made it by the skin of her teeth! 
 

Alice McIvor in conversation with Evelina Bruhn 

 

Sunday Morning Worship in 

Glasgow 1715 
In Sir Walter Scott’s novel, Rob Roy, a young man named Francis who was born in London to a family 

with links to the north of England and the Scottish Lowlands tells the story of his journey to his family 

home in the north and then onto the Lowlands and Highlands of Scotland. There he encounters the Highland 

leader, Rob Roy, around the time of the first Jacobite Rebellion in 1715. Writing around 1817, Scott 

provides the reader with “a fascinating imaginative snapshot of [Glasgow’s] physical and social 

composition”* one hundred years earlier. This includes a description of Sunday morning worship in 

Glasgow Cathedral, as observed by Francis. Scott’s historical reconstruction of Glasgow is accepted as 

generally reliable and insightful. 

On Sunday morning, “the bells pealed from every steeple, announcing the sanctity of the day.”  Francis, 

who describes the scene, and his Scottish guide were caught up in the crowd, 

which forced its way up a steep and rough-paved street to hear the most popular preacher in the west 
of Scotland…On attaining the summit of the hill, we turned to the left, and a large pair of folding doors 
admitted us, amongst others, into the open and extensive burying-place which surrounds the Minster 
or Cathedral Church of Glasgow. The pile is of a gloomy and massive, rather than an elegant, style of 
Gothic architecture; but its peculiar character is so strongly preserved, and so well suited with the 

The banner for Scots Church Adelaide 
was designed by Glenys McManus.  If 
you look carefully at the front cover of 
TALK, you will recognise the design. 
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accompaniments that surround it, that the impression of the first view was awful and solemn in the 
extreme… 

High walls divide it from the buildings of the city on 
one side; on the other it is bounded by a ravine, at 
the bottom of which, and invisible to the eye, 
murmurs a wandering rivulet, adding, by its gentle 
noise, to the imposing solemnity of the scene. On 
the opposite side of the ravine rises a steep bank, 
covered with fir trees closely planted, whose dusky 
shade extends itself over the cemetery with an 
appropriate and gloomy effect…The Cathedral 
itself corresponds in impressive majesty with these 
accompaniments. It is the only metropolitan church 
in Scotland, excepting…the Cathedral of Kirkwell in 
the Orkneys, which remained uninjured at the 
Reformation [thanks to the efforts of the townsmen, 
particularly the stone masons, in defending it]. 

[Making our way to the cathedral entrance, we 
could hear] the choral swell of voices…in the 
solemn exercises of devotion. The sound of so 
many voices united by the distance into one 
harmony…combining with the murmuring brook, 
and the song which sang among the old firs, 
affected me with a sense of sublimity. All nature, as 
invoked by the Psalmist whose verses they 
chanted, seemed united in offering that solemn 
praise in which trembling is mixed with joy as she 
addressed her Maker. I had heard the service of 
high mass in France, celebrated with all the éclat 
which the choicest music, the richest dresses, the most imposing ceremonies could confer on, it; yet 
it fell short in effect of the simplicity of the Presbyterian worship. The devotion in which everyone took 
a share seemed so superior to that which was recited by musicians as a lesson which they had learned 
by rote, that it gave the Scottish worship all the advantage of reality over acting. 

…we entered a small low-arched door…and descended several steps as if into the funeral vaults 
beneath the church...[where] was established a very singular place of worship. I found a very 
numerous congregation engaged in the act of prayer. The Scotch perform this duty in a standing 
instead of a kneeling posture – more, perhaps, to take as broad a distinction as possible from the 
ritual of Rome than for any better reason. 

 

 
Standing, therefore, the men being uncovered, a crowd of several hundreds of both sexes, and all 
ages, listened with great reverence and attention to the extempore, at least the unwritten, prayer of 
an aged clergyman who was very popular in the city. Educated in the same religious persuasion, I 
seriously bent my mind to join in the devotion of the day...At the conclusion of the prayer, most of the 
men put on their hats or bonnets, and all who had the happiness to have seats sat down… 

[We] were not of this number, having been too late of entering the church to secure such 
accommodation. We stood among a number of other persons in the same situation, forming a sort of 
ring around the seated part of the congregation…The discourse of the preacher was well qualified to 
call forth the various feelings and faculties of his audience. 

Age and infirmities had impaired the powers of a voice originally strong and sonorous. He read his 
text with a pronunciation somewhat inarticulate, but when he closed the Bible, and commenced his 
sermon, his tones gradually strengthened, as he entered with vehemence into the arguments he 
maintained. They related chiefly to the abstract points of the Christian faith – subjects grave, deep, 
and fathomless by mere human reason, but for which, with equal ingenuity and propriety, he sought 
a key in liberal quotations from the inspired writings. My mind was unprepared to coincide on all his 
reasoning, nor was I sure that in some instances I rightly comprehended his positions. But nothing 
could be more impressive than the eager enthusiastic manner of the good old man, and nothing more 
ingenious than his mode of reasoning. The Scotch, it is well known, are more remarkable for the 
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exercise of their intellectual powers, than for the keenness of their feelings; they are, therefore, more 
moved by logic than rhetoric, and more attracted by acute and argumentative reasoning on doctrinal 
points, than influenced by enthusiastic appeals to the heart and to the passions, by which popular 
preachers in other countries win the favour of their hearers. 

 

*David Blair, Introduction to Wordsworth Edition of Rob Roy, p. xiv 

Extracts drawn from Sir Walter Scott, 1817. Rob Roy. (Wordsworth Edition, 1995, Ware, Hertfordshire, 

pp. 158 – 169). 
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Previous page: Photograph of Cathedral Nave, looking west, by George Washington Wilson, c1865 – 1885 
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Act for Peace’s partner, the Near East Council of Churches Department of Service to Palestinian Refugees 

(NECC-DSPR), operate three primary healthcare clinics in the Gaza Strip. These healthcare clinics provide 

vital services to vulnerable and economically disadvantaged people, including pre and post-natal care for 

mother and baby, nutritional support, the provision of free prescribed medicine and dental care. 

Psychosocial support is also provided for new mothers and people who have suffered trauma which helps 

to prevent serious mental health problems from developing in the future. 

 CARING FOR NEW MOTHERS AND BABIES IN GAZA 
  

Dear Friends, 

My name is Dr Lubna. I am the Health Program Coordinator for 

the Near East Council of Churches, Department of Services for 

Palestinian refugees (NECC-DSPR) in Gaza.  
 

We have three primary healthcare clinics. One of the clinics is in 

the Shij’iah, a marginalised and poor region. The Shij’iah area 

was exposed to three wars in five years between 2009 and 2014. 

In 2008, we lost our previous clinic. In 2009, we established this 

new one and we continue to provide and serve our population 

through health services here. 
 

Through our health clinics we provide health program activities, 

antenatal care, postnatal care, family planning, our well baby 

program, dental clinic services and afternoon activities. We also 

provide psychosocial support services. 
 

We have a high prevalence of anaemia for our Gaza Strip; we 

have about 32% of anaemic children who are under five, and we 

have about 11% of malnourished children, which is high in comparison with the international standard. Through 

our well baby program, we take anthropometric measurements for the children. We take the length, height and 

weight and the head circumference. When we register the data and put it in our computer, it immediately gives 

us the result whether the child is normal or underweight, or stunting or wasted. If the child is underweight, 

stunting or wasted, we also check for the haemoglobin level for all the children from six months til six years in 

order to detect anaemia. 
 

We give anaemic children iron supplementation and we continue with follow up cases to see whether their 

haemoglobin level has improved or not, and for the malnourished children whether the weight or height has 

improved or not. If there is no improvement, then we can refer them to the other relevant organisations. For the 

severely underweight and stunted children we can refer them to the paediatric hospital. The paediatricians, who 

are specialists in nutrition, malnutrition and anaemia, examine the children and give them supported formula 

and also give additional health education for the mother. 
 

All these services are free for mothers. Medications are also free for all children and pregnant women at our 

pharmacy; we take minimal fees for other adults. 
 

You’re supporting a program that makes a huge difference in the lives of families here. We hope that you can 

continue to help us deliver urgently needed healthcare. 
 

Dr Lubna 
 

 

Act For Peace is the Overseas Aid and Development arm of the National Council of Churches in Australia. 
 

$30 Can help give a baby in Gaza a full check-up with a doctor and prescribed medicines for a healthy start to 
life. Send your gift to Act for Peace, Locked Bag Q199, Queen Victoria Building, NSW 1230; or call 1800 
025 101; or visit www.actforpeace.org.au 

 

 



13 JUL / AUG 2021  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

The closing date for the next issue is Sunday 15 August 

 (for submissions to the September issue) 

TALK is published monthly or bimonthly by authority of the Church 
Council of Scots Church Adelaide. 

Communications should be sent to The Editor, Scots Church,  
237 North Terrace, Adelaide, 5000, admin@scotschurch.org 
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